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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic social and economic conditions of dry-
season maize farmers (2) dry-season maize production conditions (3) extension conditions and needs in
dry-season maize production of farmers (4) problems and recommendations of dry-season maize farmers
(5) farmers’ opionion on extension guidelines for dry-season maize production. The population of this
study was 561 dry-season maize farmers who had registered with Meung district agricultural office,
Kamphaeng Phet Province in the year 2016/2017. The sample size was 148 using the simple random
sampling. A tool used to collect data was interview. Data were analyzed using frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, average, and standard deviation. The results of the study showed that
(1) About 55.3% of farmers were male with an average age of 55.68 years old. About 90.7%, was married
and 83.3%, completed primary school level. The average household members were 3.31 people. 88.7%
was a member in the agricultural group and institution and was the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives clients. The farmers averagely had 20.69 years of experiences in dry-season maize
production. The average land for dry-season maize production was 7.90 rai with the average household
labor of 2.17 people the income from producing maize in dry season was 44,743.33 Baht/year (2) In
regards to soil preparation, 96.7% of farmers had never test the soil properties. All of the farmers bought
the seedlings from agricultural shop. Most of the farmers used production machine. About 92.7% placed
the fertilizer as the base of the crop. About 86.7% found pests, about 68.0% infected with blast disease,
and all of them used the harvesting machine. (3) Most of the farmers received the extension from the
government sector by supporting at a community level and all knew about the extension project from
the government. About 91.3% received the extension in maize productionfrom governmental extension
officer. The highest extension needs were from training and from the agricultural extension officer at the
district agricultural extension office. About 90.7% wanted to receive the extension or support on
knowledge and production technologies (4 ) problems at a high level of the farmers were the
encouragement to participate in the governmental projects and the harvest and low products price.
Farmers agreed with recommendations at a high level in 3 categories: the knowledge giving, the
information receiving and the extension method (5) Farmers agreed with the guideline of dry-season
maize production at a high level in 3 categories: the extension method, the knowledge giving, and the

support.

Keywords: Extension guidelines, Dry-season maize production, Farmers, Kamphaeng Phet Province
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